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" RE Counml Comments to the Department of Pesticide Regulatlon on the Proposed
Pyrethrond Pesticides Regulatory Action (DPR Regulation No. 1 1-004)

' Dear Ms. lrokawa—Otam

On October 28 2011, the Cahfornla Department of Pestlcnde Regulatlon proposed
‘ regulatlons that require businesses using pyrethroid pesticides in urban settings to follow-
hew rules governing where and how pyrethroid pesticides can be applied. The Delta
i Stewardshlp Council has rewewed ’che proposed regulatlons and submits these comments..

- Our review focused on assessmg the consistency of the proposed regulatlons WIth
~provisions of the Delta Reform Act. In general, the Act calls for the Delta Stewardship -

. Council to develop a legally enforceable Delta Plan to achieve the coequal goals of
protecting and enhancing the Delta ecosystem and providing for a more reliable water
~“supply for California (achieved in a manner that protects and enhances the Delta as an
. evolving place.) Inherent in'the coequal goals is the objective to “improve water quality to

_protect human health and the environment consistent with achieving water quality

objectives in the Delta.” (Water Code Section 85020(e)) The Delta Plan must also promofe B

- several characteristics of a healthy Delta ecosystem, including “reduced threats and
stresses on the Delta ecosystem” (Water Code Section 85302(c)). The Council recognizes
DPR’s commitment to meeting these objectives through its state-mandated role of

protecting human health and the environment by regulating pesticide sales and use and by |

- fostering reduced-risk pest management As such, DPR’s work is of primary importance to
the Delta Stewardship Council.

The Council applauds DPR for moving ahead with these regulations. As DPR notes in their
Notice of Proposed Regulatory Action, if pesticides reach surface water at certain
concentrations, they can cause toxicity to-aquatic organisms. The most recent (Fifth) Staff
Draft Delta P]an discusses the potential impacts pyrethroids may have to aguatic
organisms in the Bay-Delta and Central Valley and identifies pesticides as contributing to
the impairment of the Delta ecosystem. The Council recommends that the State and
Regional Water Quality Control Boards accelerate the completion of the Central Valley
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Pesticide Total Maximum Daily Load and Basin Plan Amendment for pyrethroids. DPR's
proposed regulations will complement this recommendation and reduce stress on the Delta
ecosystem by improving water quality consistent with the coequal goals and the Delta
Plan's objectives..

Regarding DPR’s implementation of the proposed regulations, the Council requests that

~ DPR follow the best available science and adaptive management approach required by the
Delta Reform Act and described in the Delta Plan. The Delta Reform Act requires the use
of science-based, transparent, and formal adaptive management strategies for ongoing
ecosystem restoration and water management decisions (Water Code section 85308(f)).
The Fifth Staff Draft Delta Plan describes a nine-step adaptive management framework for
proposed covered actions involving ecosystem restoration and water management actions.
DPR should fully documen‘c an adaptlve lmplementahon approach that mcludes the
following: : : '

e Clear goals, quantified objeo‘uves and performance measures
« Conceptual models that link the proposed actions fo the objectives, addressmg the
- anticipated effects of the proposed pyrethroid regulations on endangered species,
water and sediment quality, and the Bay-Delta ecosystem whilé conmdermg
. pesticide applicator responses to the changed regulation
o Metrics that will be used to evaluate how well the actions are achieving m’tended '
A outcomes
. Afull monitoring, evaluation, assessment- and reporting plan

We look forward to Workmg with you on lmplementa’uon of the proposed pyrethroxd
regula’uons and on development and implementation of the Delta Plan

If there are any questlo]ns p|ease contact Lauren Hastmgs Deputy Executwe Oﬁ‘lcer
Science Program, atf 91 6) 455-5026. ‘ :
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